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Key actions on transparency 
and visibility of NWFPs 

 



 Key actions  



 Rationale (1/3)  

 
Hidden Harvest/Invisible Trade 

The majority of plants in trade (between 60-90%) 
are wild-harvested (TRAFFIC, 2020) 

 
 
 



Among different countries, the proportions of food from crops, livestock, milk, and eggs (warm 
colors) and various underassessed foods (cool colors) varies widely.  
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+Conventionally reported 
food includes just a few 
livestock species and 10 
crops 
+ Hidden, missing, and 
under-reported foods 
represent substantial 
amounts of food production 
in many countries around 
the world. (more than 25% 
of total food in 40 
countries) 
+ 
 

 Rationale (2/3)  



+FAO estimates that total income from informal production of 
NWFPs: US$88 billion in 2011 (SOFO, 2014)  
+76 million tons of food from the forest were consumed on 
average in 2011 (SOFO, 2014)  
+1 Bln people are thought to depend on wild foods (Burlingame, 
2000)  
+80% of the population in developing countries rely on traditional 
medicines, mostly plant drugs, for primary health care  
+26% of European households collect NWFPs (wild berries, 
mushrooms, forest nuts & maps) (greater quantities and diversity 
collected in Eastern Europe); 60.2 kg per year (Lovric et al. 2020) 
+ Total value of NWFPs collected each year in Europe amounts to 
71% of the value of annual roundwood production (Lovric et al. 
2020) 

 Rationale (3/3)  



 Building on existing processes!  

 HS, ISIC, CPC  

 FRA: room for improvement  

--------------------------------------------- 

 Intersectretariat Working Group on 
NWFP statistics?  

 NWFP “flagships””? 

 Key actions – Visibility (3.3.1)  
1. Establish high relevance NWFP species and derived products 

lists at European and country-level  
2. Improve official NWFP statistics in International Statistical 

Classifications Systems 
 



Clarifying and building on terminology 



3. Integrate NWFPs in large-scale household consumption surveys 

Capturing wild food 
contributions to diets and 
livelihoods : (2018-2020) 

 Key actions – visibility (3.3.1)  



4. Complement information by targeted sectoral and market 
surveys 

 Key actions – visibility (3.3.1)  



 Key actions – traceability (3.3.2)  



 Key actions – access 
to data (3.3.3)  

 Best Practices (eg. FAO’s TECA Technologies and Practices for Small 
Agricultural Producers) 

 Innovation (citizen science) 



“In Wildness is the preservation of the world.”  
-Henry David Thoreau 

 
 

Thank you ! ! !  

Giulia.Muir@fao.org 
Sven.Walter@fao.org  
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