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Voluntary standards and certification supporting 
sustainable and beneficial trade in wild NWFPs 



Trade in wild non-wood forest products 
 

Complex solutions to reduce threats of unsustainable 
and/or illegal use and trade, and enable opportunities for 
conservation and livelihoods benefits from sustainable 

and legal use and trade  



Voluntary standards and 
certification schemes  

• Evaluate performance against a set of 
standards  
 

• Can be regulated by governments, 
standard-holder organizations or 
companies. 
 

• Third-party voluntary standards allow 
for external auditing and tend to 
require more exacting scientific 
standard, able to recognize 
responsible companies 

 



Voluntary standards and 
certification schemes  

• Address consumer concerns 
regarding social, 
environmental and ethical 
aspects of production  
 

• Cover various sectors, and 
(combinations of) issues to 
verify against 
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What is FairWild?  

• Sustainability standard with 3rd 
party audited certification for wild 
harvested plant (& fungi and 
lichen) ingredients 

• Combines fair trade principles 
with ecological sustainability 



The FairWild Standard 

 Risk analysis  

 Resource assessment 

 Species-area management plan 

 Sustainable collection practices 

 Cost calculation along the supply chain 

 Traceability of goods and finances 

 Documented fair trading practices 

implemented based on: 



FairWild certification and implementation projects  

Moderador
Notas de la presentación
Europe panda = work in central eastern Europe. LENA project. India, Nepal, china, Namibia.



FairWild liquorice root 

 #1 FairWild-certified species to be sold from 
2009, harvested from wild meadows and 
steppe across Europe and Asia 

 Species under threat in some parts of their 
range – great demand and opportunity for 
extending FairWild certification  

 Over EUR50,000 provided by buyers to 
collector communities through the FairWild 
Premium Fund since 2009 

Kazakhstan, Georgia and Spain 





Sustainable NWFPs for Europe’s green economy  
contribution through voluntary standards 

 Voluntary standards help assure competitive and equitable 
value chains 

 FairWild Standard best practice provide ecological and social 
safeguards for wild-harvesting  

 Standards should be improved: EU Organic Regulations gap of 
wild-harvesting sustainability  

 Positive incentives are needed for businesses to grow market 
demand and uptake standards 

 Communications to increase consumer awareness and choice 
of sustainably sourced ‘hidden’ wild plant ingredients sourcing 
(FairWild Week, #ifoundwild) 



 
Policy Forum: Untapping the potential 

of non-wood forest products for Europe's green economy 
16-17 March. Online event 

Thank you! 
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Anastasiya.timoshyna@traffic.org 

incredibleforest.net @Incredibforest @incredible-project 
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