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The FairWild Foundation

• Established in 2008, the FairWild Foundation promotes the 
sustainable use of wild collected plants, with a fair deal for all 
those involved throughout the supply chain. 

• The FairWild Foundation is responsible for the quality and 
implementation of the FairWild standard and certification 
system.



Trade in Wild Plants

The challenges:
• Increasing demand

• Resource under pressure

• Complex trade chains

• Millions of wild-harvesters, often in 
poor, marginalised communities

• Rural-urban migration, loss of 
traditional knowledge

• Much of trade informal, under-reported

• Complex regulatory environment



Trade in Wild Plants

The opportunities:
• Sustainability and “fair trade” market 

awareness growing

• Increasing market interest in product 
origins, source to market traceability 
and related stories

• Good practice examples available

• Policy and legislative frameworks 
evolving 

• Landscape-level conservation potential 



FairWild Standard

Global framework that verifies sustainability of wild 
collected ingredients and products.  

✓ fills in gaps in existing frameworks for 
verification of sustainable wild collection

✓ offers a set of comprehensive social, 
ecological and quality requirements

✓ a universal instrument, globally 
applicable in different scenarios

✓ available in 18 different languages



FairWild Standard Principles
1. Maintaining wild plant resources

2. Preventing negative environmental impacts

3. Complying with laws, regulations, and agreements

4. Respecting customary rights and benefit sharing

5. Promoting fair contractual relationships between operators and 
collectors

6. Limiting participation of children in wild collection activities

7. Ensuring benefits for collectors and their communities

8. Ensuring fair working conditions for all workers of FairWild 
collection operations

9. Applying responsible management practices

10. Applying responsible business practices

11. Promoting FairWild buyer commitment

Wild collection and 

conservation requirements

Legal and ethical 

requirements

Social and 

fair trade 

requirements

Management and business 

requirements

Criteria for trade partners



FairWild Standard Implementation

Based on:
• Risk analysis of target species

• Resource assessment

• Species-area management plan

• Sustainable collection practices

• Cost calculation along the supply chain

• Traceability of goods and finances

• Documented fair trading practices

Applied through:
• Certification

• Corporate policies

• Legal and policy 
frameworks

• Community resource 
management





A simplified trade chain
dandelion root Taraxacum officinale, sourced in Poland



FairWild Certification

• Based on compliance of collection 
operations with FairWild Standard 
performance indicators

• Annual audit by FairWild certification body 

• Implementation over five year period –
continuous improvement

• MIN criteria and increasing total score

• Additional indicators for “high risk” species



Analysing resilience to collection – “risk analysis”



Trader Registration System

• Registration is required for all companies (Traders, Processors, 
Licensees) who:
o purchase and sell certified FairWild products / ingredients, and

o make claims about the FairWild certified status of products / 
ingredients to their customers.

• Products purchased and sold must be declared annually, and a 
fee schedule is applicable. 

• Self-declaration of compliance with Principle 11, Buyer 
Commitment, and specific obligations for first buyers.

• Possibility of risk-based spot check audits.



Use of FAIRWILD® mark

Company needs a licence agreement with FWF

✓ < 20% of FairWild ingredients, design mark may be used on the 
information panel or back panel

✓ 20-100% of FairWild ingredients, and 95% of total ingredients, 
are certified either FairWild, organic or fair trade, design mark 
may be used on principle display panel

Non-botanical ingredients (water, salt) are excluded from 
the calculation

Adapted minimum content rules apply for cosmetics



FairWild around the world

See www.fairwild.org for latest details



FairWild certification

F

Western Ghats, 
India

Kazakhstan

Bialowieza, 
Poland

Georgia



Wild Liquorice 
Kazakhstan, Georgia and Spain

• #1 FairWild-certified species to be sold 
from 2009, harvested from wild meadows 
and steppe across Europe and Asia

• Species under threat in some parts of 
their range – great demand and 
opportunity for extending FairWild 
certification 

• Over US$60,000 provided by buyers to 
collector communities through the 
FairWild Premium Fund since 2009



Bibhitaki fruit 
India’s Western Ghats

• Terminalia bellirica is a preferred 
nesting tree for Great Hornbill & 
Malabar Pied Hornbill

• Sustainable collection of Terminalia 
fruits being supported via FairWild 
certification

• 600+ large trees and 30+ hornbill 
nesting sites saved; sustainable 
livelihood opportunities for over 100 
collectors

• Further expansion planned



Baobab oil



Other projects and applications

Viet Nam

China

Central Europe

Pakistan



Local Economy and Nature Conservation in the 
Danube Region (LENA)

www.interreg-danube.eu/lena

This Project is co-funded by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), and the Instrument for
Pre-Accession Assistance II (IPA II)".

Duration:   01/2017 – 06/2019

Objective: “creating new job opportunities in the 
nature-based economic sector in and 
around protected areas”

Involves:    13 partners from 7 countries along 
the Danube

Wild plant activities in 5 pilot sites (BG, HU, RS, SI):

• Transnational coordination by WWF HU/ TRAFFIC

• Local capacity building workshops 

• Regional capacity building workshop (SEE)

• Training on sustainable collection

• Regional study on MAP collection/trade in the 
Danube Region (SEE)



A fair deal for people and wild 
collected plants involves us all!

www.fairwild.org

secretariat@fairwild.org

c/o TRAFFIC, David Attenborough Building 

Cambridge, U.K.



Medicinal and Aromatic Plants



Trade in Medicinal and Aromatic Plants



Conservation Status


