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PEFC alliance, 

for global availability 

45 Endorsed National 

systems 

National members in 51
countries

More than 20,000
PEFC-certified 

companies in 71
countries

Over 325 million hectares PEFC-certified  

➔62% share of all certified forests 

worldwide 
Data as of September 2019
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Sustainable Forest Management certification



What forest certification delivers

Sustainable Forest Management
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Chain of Custody

Delivers sustainable “forest based” raw material that is:

• legal: wood is harvested in compliance with local legislation and international agreements

• from well managed forests: are safeguarding environmental, social & economic values

• traceable: the raw material supply chain is verified from the forest to the finished products
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Chain of Custody certification in 

Mediterranean forests: focus on NWFP



What is Group Forest Certification?
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A mechanism to bring together multiple forest 

owners to pursue certification:

• sharing roles, responsibilities & costs 

• joining under the umbrella of a common management 

structure



PEFC ST 1002:2019
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Group Organisation 
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Group Entity

Participant

Participant

Participant

Participant



Terminology

• Group = Territorial Group = …
➢ Chosen by national forest certification schemes

• Group organisation
➢ Group of Participants represented by Group entity

• Group entity
➢ Representing the Participants

➢ Overall responsibility for compliance in certified area

➢ Certificate Holder

• Participant
➢ Entity with long-term legal right to manage the forest (clearly

defined area) subject to certification12



Enabling Group Certification

Completes risk 

based samples on 

members

Supports, checks the group system 

Certification 

Body (CB)

National Governing 

Body (NGB) 

Accreditation 

Body



Group Entity - Responsibilities 
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• To represent the group organization in the 

certification process:

✓Communication and relations with certification body 

(CB)

✓Submission of application 

✓Contractual relationship with CB

✓Commitment on behalf of the group

• Written procedures for management of group

• Written agreement with all participants:

✓Participants’ commitment to comply

✓Right to enforce corrective or preventive actions

✓Right to exclude participant from certificate

• Participants’ document confirming participation



Group Entity - Responsibilities
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• Information and guidance for participants

• Annual internal monitoring (defined in national 
scheme) 

• Evaluation of conformity (internal & external
audit results)

• To keep records
✓Of participants’ conformity with SFM Standard 

requirements

✓Participants’ details

✓Certified area

✓ Internal monitoring programme, implementation, review
and preventive and/or corrective actions



Participants - Responsibilities
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• Written agreement with group entity

• Compliance with SFM standard and applicable 

requirements

• Fully cooperate with group entity and certification 

body

• Implement corrective/preventative actions

* Where a forest organisation demonstrates legal mandate to represent participants, the 

association can conduct the written agreement with group entity on behalf of the group
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Wood Working 
Companies

Traders and 
Selling 
Companies

Forest 
management

Final products

Forest derived products are 
“testimonials” of their origin



PEFC certified products
CoC of new products
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PEFC certified products
CoC of new products
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PEFC certified products
CoC of new products



MUGO PINE in VAL SARENTINO / 1 :
Raw material from SFM certified stands

PEFC 18-22-02



MUGO PINE in VAL SARENTINO / 2 :
Raw material processed as essential oil (mugolio) in CoC certified firms

PEFC 18-31-24

---- ----

 

100% ätherisches Latschenöl 
(Pinus mugo). Produkt zur Raum-
luftverbesserung. Von Kindern 
fernhalten, Schleimhaut und 
Augenkontakt vermeiden. 
 

100% olio essenziale di pino 
mugo (Pinus mugo). Tenere 
lontano dalla portata dei bambini. 
Non portare a contatto con occhi 
e mucose. Prodotto per 
profumare l’ambiente. 

20 ml                     

LATSCHENÖL 

OLIO DI  

PINO MUGO  
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MUGO PINE in VAL SARENTINO / 3 :
from wood through “organic certified”cosmetics and wellness centre …



MUGO PINE in VAL SARENTINO / 4 :
… to food and innovative dishes from appetizers to desserts



MUGO PINE in VAL SARENTINO / 5 :

… to food and traditional and innovative products



MUGO PINE in VAL SARENTINO / 6 :

“mugo pine path and museum” within the tradition



MUGO PINE in VAL SARENTINO / 7 :
with mugo pine local economy will never walk alone:

work in sinergy for a success





PGI and PEFC Fungo di Borgotaro / 1:
Porcini mushroom: importance of cooperation among owners and pickers

http://www.borgotarofunghi.it/dati/pagine/immagine_200912283748_img_0818.jpg


Andamento della produzione fungina in base all'età dei popolamenti
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PGI Fungo di Borgotaro / 2:

Porcini (Boletus): importance of cooperation with tourism activities



• Every year are sold 60.000 daily tickets

• The single ticket costs 20 euro



Italian Brewmaster of the year 2011 / 1 :
CoC PEFC certified beer flavored with buds of Mugo pine and needles 

of Scots pine



Beer flavored Mugo and Scots pine / 2 :
from local SFM PEFC certified stands to CoC certified NWFP beer 

ingredients



Beer flavored Mugo and Scots pine / 3 :
into the brewing to final products (prized by Unionbirrai Haraban 

Gold Medal Beer of 2012 – Class 4)



Beer flavored Mugo and Scots pine / 4 :
not only sold into the own pub and  hotel/restaurant …
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PEFC forest honey

Honey dew of  PEFC 

Cansiglio Forest by 

“Rigoni di Asiago”



PEFC certified white truffle

4.000 Euro/kg



• Think long term and dare to take strategic choices in order or to integrate either to 

increase income/profit of the firm

• Establish partnerships with different actors not only linked to forestry chain

• Collaborate with those above actors

• Joining an association or union helps to lead new markets and to reach 

information to identify innovative processing techniques and processed products 

(adding value function) needed by different consumers/customers/clients 

(knowledge of the markets)

• Diversify products in order to de-seasonalise selling period and meet the most 

diversified consumers/customers/clients

• Qualify products through services

• Ensure and enhance quality of the products (and services linked) through 

certification of the sustainable management of forest originating NWFPs assuring 

the traceability along the manifold chains/actors processing it

Lessons learnt in 15 years of 

NWFP certification



Thank you 

for your attention

Antonio Brunori - info@pefc.it


