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Supporting policy:

Legal framework and proposal for 

management and certification of 

wild mushrooms in Greece



Mycophobia:

the fear of mushrooms 

and fungi

Mycophilia/ Mycolatria:

the hobby of hunting and foraging 

wild edible mushrooms

VALENTINA PAVLOVNA WASSON AND R. GORDON WASSON 1957. Mushrooms, Russia and history. Volume II 

Pantheon Books, New York.
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Mycophilic or Mycophobic? 

Lack of a legislative

framework at the 

national level

Peintner U, Schwarz S, Mesic´ A, Moreau P-A, Moreno G, Saviuc P.

2013. Mycophilic or Mycophobic? Legislation and Guidelines on Wild

Mushroom Commerce Reveal Different Consumption Behaviour in

European Countries. PLoS ONE, 8(5): e63926.

(4-5 species traditionally 

collected in every village)



1. All Non Timber Forest Products = “Secondary products”

2. Forest law is regulating the collection of mushrooms locally

3. Most Local Harvest Forest Decisions are set up after year 2010

4. Amounts are based mainly on empirical data (3-5 kg) 

5. Truffles collection is prohibited in some places (Ioannina) 

6. Catalog of prices











Main problems to be solved:

1. Illegal trade

2. Pickers have no official training

3. Unknown quantities are harvested



2008

1st Proposal 
completed 
(Prefecture 
of Grevena
initiative)

2015
Set up of a 
Mushroom Working 
Group (Ministry of 
Rural Development 
and Food) 

2016
Official activation of the 
Mushroom Working Group 
Ministry of Environment and 
Energy), extension of participants

2019
Final version of 
the proposal for 
public 
consultation

Present
What next?

https://ypen.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/legacy/Files/Dash/Ethniki Strathgiki/Yliko Ethnikis Strathgikis/20200409_teliko_porisma_manitaria_2019_19_09.pdf






https://repository.incredibleforest.net/

https://repository.incredibleforest.net/


 Creation of a specific “picking license” joined with a 

citizen science application

 Different license to be given for commercial & 

amateur pickers

 Different quantities allowed to amateur pickers 

according to area of origin

LICENSES, QUANTITIES, AMATEURS/PROFESIONAL PICKERS

69 popular species are the most  

commonly picked by 

amateurs 

33 species could be allowed to be 

commercially harvested



8 Species are proposed to be protected:

1.Boletus pinophilus Pilát & Dermek

2.Butyriboletus regius (Krombh.) Arora & J.L. Frank

3.Hericium coralloides (Scop.) Pers.

4.Hericium erinaceus (Bull.) Pers.

5.Pleurotus nebrodensis (Inzenga) Quél.

6.Scutiger pes-caprae (Pers.) Bondartsev & Singer

7.Sparassis crispa (Wulfen) Fr.

8.Grifola frondosa (Dicks.) Gray

CONCERVATION: The knowledge on mushroom biodiversity should be increased!



ΕΦΔΑΜ

Δ/ΝΣΕΙΣ 
ΣΥΝΤΟΝΙΣΜΟΥ & 

ΕΠΙΘΕΩΡΗΣΗΣ 
ΔΑΣΩΝ

Δ/ΝΣΕΙΣ ΔΑΣΩΝ

LOCAL FORESTRY SERVICES

COLLABORATORS

FOREST SECTOR

National 
Management 
Body  WMT

(ΕΦΔΑΜ)

MANAGEMENT, TRACEABILITY, CERTIFICATION

 Creation of a national “Non timber Forest Products 

Certification Scheme” 

 Traceability and authorization via existing 

legislation for agriculture products



Mushrooms and truffles: 

From forest to table

15.2.2020 

Truffles: Revealing the 

treasures of the forest

15.5.2019 

Science to practice event - iNet Mushrooms & Truffles 

First Seminar on Mushroom 

Recognition for Forest 

Officers in Ioannina 

14.11.2019



PRIORITIES

RESEARCH

• Impact of human activities

• Red list

MANAGEMENT

• Harvesting protocols Productivity

MARKETING

• According to the aims of the National Forest 

Strategy

• Same as for AMPs

Possible funding: “Protection & upgrade of forests 

2021”



Thank you for your attention!


